IMPRESARIO

the choirmaster, Herr Gruber, a taciturn fellow whom we never
got to know, and a patient; hard-working Sister who washed the
boys' laundry and probably their necks and ears as well. Certainly
they were the cleanest little necks and ears I have seen, before or
since, on any little boys.

The Saengerknaben of Vienna were an ancient organization,
only six years younger than the continent of North America, with
a grant from the Hapsburg Emperor, Maximilian I, dating back to
1498. The Imperial decree founding the institution specified,
among other items, a pair of new shoes for each boy every month,
as well as roasts three times a week and no less than a pint and a
half of wine at each meal, "such wine that the boys do not become
ill from it/' Even then the boys went on public concert tours, but
certainly the music-minded Maximilian never dreamed that one
day his name would be carried over the concrete roads of the New
World of whose discovery he may not even then have heard, and
even to a newer world on the other side of the globe, Australia.

The Saengerknaben had a virtually unbroken history through
the long reign of the Hapsburgs until the end of the First World
War. With the Emperor gone, the Church gathered a new group
of little boys, many of them foundlings and orphans, some few
dedicated by their parents to the organization. They had their
board and keep, their education and their musical training, and
when their voices changed and they could no longer sing they were
supported through their further schooling until they were old
enough to go out into the world and earn a livelihood at the trade
or profession of their choice. In a deeply disturbed Europe, this
was no small measure of security for a little boy fortunate enough
to have a voice.

In return for this, the boys traveled for part of each year, bring-
ing their enchanting music to the concert halls of the world, and
earning a goodly sum for the maintenance of the institution. They
worked hard, keeping up their studies while they traveled, cram-
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